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the same meaning as European progress. Is Russia really faced
with the alternative of servility to the West or servility to her
own past? Can she enter upon an individual path, and enter
upon it at once?
Dostoevsky's answer to this question is affirmative. Russia
can follow her own contemporary path, and it is her people
that must make the road. Russian people, Dostoevsky says,
will save Russia, because the muzhiks have preserved their
simplicity, their ignorance, their belief in the truth of Christ,
because their very backwardness protects them from infec-
tion by the European disease.
"It is alleged," he writes, "that the Russian people is igno-
rant of the Gospels, and even of the Commandments, which
are the very foundation of our faith. Indeed, this is so, but
the Russian people knows Christ and bears Him in its heart
through all time."
Knowledge is not a prerequisite of faith. Belief is not the
result of reasoning but of a "physical" disposition that has
nothing to do with intellectual functioning. It comes from
the heart, one might say, from the body. The Russian has an
appetite for suffering that brings him close to Christ, that
gives him Christ. "The Russian people experiences a sort of
voluptuousness in pain, I believe the Russian's deepest spirit-
ual need is a need of endless, ubiquitous, perpetual suffering."
The Russian is always dissatisfied with himself, he hates
and despises himself. There is no trace in him of that "candid
satisfaction that makes for radiant faces." And for just the
reason that he renounces moral complacency, that "he for-
gets all measure in all things," that he is restless, vulnerable,
lost in. the center of the world, the soul of the Russian, the
Russian muzhik, is loved by God.
Even the muzhik's drunkenness, his criminality and cyni-